
READING FROM SPEECH BY FREDERICK DOUGLASS 
                                                 

The following excerpt comes from a speech delivered by Frederick Douglass on July 5th, 
1852, at Corinthian Hall in Rochester, New York, in celebration of the Fourth of July:  

Americans, you boast of your love of liberty, your superior civilization and your pure 
Christianity while the whole political power of the nation is solemnly pledged to support and 
perpetuate the enslavement of three million of your countrymen. You invite to your shores 
fugitives of oppression from abroad, but the fugitives from your own land you advertise, 
hunt, arrest, shoot and kill. You're all on fire at the mention of liberty for France or for 
Ireland but are as cold as an iceberg at the thought of liberty for the enslaved of America. 
You can bare your bosom to the storm of British artillery to throw off a 3-penny tax on tea, 
yet wring the last hard-earned farthing from the grasp of the black laborers of your country.  

You profess to believe that of one blood God made all nations of men to dwell on the face of 
the Earth and have commanded all men everywhere to love one another. Yet you 
notoriously hate all men whose skins are not colored like your own. 
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